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An Introduction to ra
Located in the heart of Antwerp in Belgium, ra has been at the forefront of creative, edgy fashion since its opening in October 2009. In its journey with new talent, ra has supported several designers whose collections now hang with other famous names in the ra boutique. This pioneering and adventurous spirit defines the essence of ra's philosophy.

Extending this role to seasonal exhibitions during Paris Fashion Week, ra has become an international platform for young designers and artists, unveiling their creations to a specialized and demanding audience. In January and July, ra organises a menswear event in its Marais location, focusing on a global selection of exciting talents, celebrating the richness of creative crossovers and giving unknown names the exposure they deserve. The same spirit applies to the womenswear exhibitions, taking place in March and October. A performance evening is planned during each event, highlighting ra's role as the voice of an upbeat, thriving creative community. 

Within a year and a half, ra has established itself as a key player in its field, attracting growing media attention, as well as influential insiders. Acknowledged as an important entity by its peers, ra is often asked to take part in international fashion juries, such as 080 in Barcelona. Its opinion on upcoming talent and expertise within the industry makes it an important partner in global fashion events. Japan, South Korea, Urkaine, France, Singapore, the UK and the United States are some of the countries requesting and expecting ra's presence and participation during key fashion events.

Broadening its horizons, ra has reached out to other organisations to connect people, resources and ideas. Some of its most exciting collaborations have been with Antwerp's MoMu -the city's fashion musem- as a satellite venue for their exhibitions, a party destination and a collaborative link to create projects, such as the Black Theatre. In its partnership with Antwerp's vintage institution ‘Labels Inc.’, ra used part of its space as a showcase area for their most special pieces. ra also set up its first emerging talent award with the ITS foundation in Trieste, Italy. The award winners get to showcase their fashion collection during a special ra event. 

This involvement also stretches within the art and educational spheres, working with organisations such as Art Brussels, Bazaar Academy, La Cambre and Antwerp's Academy of Fine Arts. Commercial ventures include partnerships with UK's Topshop, as well as launching events for global companies, such as Camper in Spain.

Related links:

You can find all  relevant information on past projects on the ra site.

Press files can be viewed on the ra ftp:  “login” at http://www.ra13.be (login: ra_press,  password: kloosterstraat)
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